TopYacht ver 10-0-7-x Enhancements (August 2007)
After input from many clubs, the new release of TopYacht has a number of significant new features.

This has involved a huge amount of work and is the biggest change since the move from V4 to V5 many years ago.

A special thanks goes to the small number of clubs who helped test the software on real events over winter 2007!!!

THE MAJOR change

You can now alter a competitor's basic details for just one series eg..

· You can alter a boat's class from D1 to D2 for a particular series. 

· You can alter the skipper name, just for a particular series. 

This is a major shift in how you use TopYacht!

In all previous versions you were urged to create a new competitor if you had one boat with different skippers or one boat that sailed in different divisions in different series. 

Now you should only store each boat once in the master list, setting the default skipper and the default class (which allocates the boat to the division no in each series).

If that boat is to sail in a different division number in a particular series, then enter the default boat from the master list then edit the boat class within that series (ie in step 6 Add Entrants to this Race). Similarly, if the boat has a different skipper in a series, add the default boat, then alter the skipper name.

(See also document on TY website in Ref section).

Use this opportunity to clean up your master list before the new season starts!!

Because of this significant change we urge all clubs to use the start of the new season to create a brand new database with NO importation of the master list from the previous database. Then export your current list of competitors (Admin >> Maintain >> For Competitors >> Edit Skip/boat details, then 'print' to csv.

Open the csv in Excel and do a major tidy up. In particular remove all duplicate entries for a common boat. Then import the competitors into the new database with Admin >> Maintain >> Competitors >> Import Comps into Master list from csv. (Ps you will need to set up one series to be able to access the Maintain menu option.

Introduction of Topyacht Internet

Many keelboat sailors have sailed in the Skandia Geelong Week or the Airlie Beach Race week. In either case, over the last 5 years, they entered the event via a TopYacht Internet based entry system. The same system allowed the organisers to administer the event over via the Internet.

A number of clubs wished to use this same technology for Series and/or race entrants for club events. This is now available as "TopYacht Internet". 

· TY Internet allows sailors to enter a Series or a Race on the Internet and pay for the entry (if appropriate). The club Hcer can access the entrant list to set HCs. The race scorer can download the entrant list and import this directly into TY. After a race the updated HCs can be sent from TY back up to the Internet database.

· The club admin person can administer the event/series and receive the payments over the Internet.

· Once in the Internet database, sailors can enter events anywhere (using the system) without re-entering their boat and contact details.

· This is highly flexible system built to suit the needs of Australian clubs.

· For further details contact Topyacht Software via the links on the Website.

Other changes and enhancements

0/ A number of screens have been somewhat rearranged to provide a more consistent 'feel'. Be wary of the HC set up page as the placement of the various options has been somewhat altered!!


1/ With the growing number of "eXtra" facilites clubs are requesting, we have 'hidden' a number of these on the Configuration page.  

Admin >> Maintain >> Config  then Ctrl X shows the eXtra features.
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New facilites include…

Show File Menu Item

This adds a new item in admin mode at the far left of the Menu at the top of the main screen. The file menu is a quick way to get to the various import / export facilities within TY.

Block Entry. When you next create a race it will offer to add all series entrants to race without you having to select them.

Permanent Admin Mode. This should not be used at clubs where different folks use the software each weekend. It is designed for those clubs with a dedicated race scorer who prefers to have all menu options available at all times.

Permit Sail No Letter Stripping

A number of clubs do not use the letters eg 'AUS' as shown on sail nos. This facility allows you to strip them off on masse. Admin Mode >> Maintain >> For Competitors >> Edit Skip Boat details. Hover mouse of the 'S,DbleCl' label toward the left at the top of the screen. This provides basic instructions.

 

2/ At Last!! If you back up on one PC and then restore on another PC that has a DIFFERENT screen resolution, TY now remembers which fields are showing and which are hidden!

3/ If you add a 'Note/Sponsor' to the Series Set Up page &/or a race note (Race SU page) &/or course information [eg 'course: see SI page 26'] these will appear on the Race Entrants list you can "print" to RTF (and open in Word) and/or print to the Internet. This now also includes the start times for each division number. This is also true for "Pursuit Race / HC Start Series Race Offsets Times" report which can be uploaded to Internet as Entrants List.


4/ When you View Entrants in Race or Series you can now store the field/column lay out. [Very useful if you upload Entrants List to Internet]

5/ You can unselect ALL Active Races at one button click on the Series Select screen. (Only relevant if you use 'Active Races'.)

 

6/ For Clubs wishing to manually adjust Pursuit Race offsets in minutes, these can now be entered as directly as minutes rather than as an AHC by selecting the 'PurManual' HC type. (See document on TY website in Ref section).

 

7/ Addition of a number of new HCing methods. See paper on ref section of site.

8/ Simplification of removal of competitor from Groups in Series OR from Series.

9/ Upload of race offsets for pursuit races as Entrant List to Web.

10/ Internet now allows you to display the race date and/or race note on the "Series Index' page where the general public choose a race to view results.

11/ While we strongly urge all clubs to move to drops/discards as a percentage of races, we have none the less extended the manual discard system to allow up to 5 nominated drops/discards. Percentage discards is a set and forget option and fits the bill well when discards are used to encourage folks to sail who are unable to sail every weekend.

12/ A high precision BCH facility is now available and recommended for all NEW series HC set ups. (Do NOT uses retrospectively on existing data!!)

13/ The addition of 'Arbitration' as a Penalty Place for major regattas.

14/ On a number of screen there are faint letters eg 'S,DbleCl' in the area at the top or bottom of the screen. Hover the mouse over theses to get hints on 'hidden' features.

15/ Multiple Divisions in a pursuit races. [Requires  'estimated race duration' for slowest boat in each Division number.

…. Lots of other smaller subtle improvements.

 

