Sharing data between Keel Boat sailing clubs.

Sharing data between Keel Boat sailing clubs.

TopYacht software allows you to …

1. Export Finish times for a race

2. Import Finish times for a Race

3. Export a list of entrants for a race along with their HCs for that race.

4. Export a list of entrants for a race along with their HCs for that race.

Given these four facilities it is easy to share data between clubs where there is…

· A Joint Series run between the boats of all clubs; and…

· Where different races are hosted by different clubs

Important Notes:

To use the new facilites…

· You must have TY Ver 10.0.4.10 or newer. [Update from Help option in TY]

· You must have the Enhanced/Regatta module licensed in TopYacht.

· You must follow the sequence..  Admin >> Maintain >> Config >> "CtrlX";  then check the Show "File Menu" option.   Close TY then restart TY.

Probably the best way to illustrate what can be done, how to do it and what the constraints are, is to go through an example.

Scenario One: 

· Clubs  A, B & C  take it in turn to host a race for a multi-club Series simply called the Joint Series. These races are on the first Saturday of each month.

· Each club recognises the overall event;  but..

· Each club also uses the monthly race as a race in their own club series.

· For the overall event the scores are determined by the total mix of boats but in each club's own series the scoring only relates to the clubs boats.

· The HCs are provided by each club on the basis of the club's internal race series which includes the once a month race. As the clubs put considerable effort in keeping the auto adjusting HCs in sync between clubs this seems to work quite well. 

· On each club computer they have set up their local Club Series for season 0607 (different series at each club);  plus 

· In a separate database the Joint Series (common series for all clubs).

Procedure

The first Joint Series race is to be hosted by Club A.

Each club sets up the next race in their Club Series.

Each club then …

· Selects that race (which currently has no results)

· In Admin Mode, File >> Export >> Entrants List with HCs. 

· Clubs B & C forward their export files to club A.

Club A …

Sets up a new race for the Joint Series.

· Uses Admin Mode >> File >> Import >> Entrant List with HCs and import their own list of entrants.

· Repeats this with the files provided by clubs B & C.

Notes: 

· For the HCs to import the results Group names must be identical across the clubs i.e. if Club A has a group called "VYC" it will not import data from Club B if their equivalent group is labelled "YV".

· Club A has now loaded all relevant entrants into race 1 of the Joint Series.

· It has also imported the relevant HCs. [Cavitate as per first point!]

· It has added the entrants to the race and the Series and the Master List (if they were not already there).

Important point: 

This importation is done by matching Sail Nos!

As a consequence each sail no must be unique in each club's database and across all clubs. This is a reasonable assumption as it is not viable to provide results where multiple boats share a common sail no.

So we now have race 1 for the Joint Series ready to receive finish times.

After finish times are entered, results are processed and published. 

Club A can now export the Finish Times with Admin >> File >> Export >> Finish Times. This file can now sent (emailed) to the other clubs.

Clubs A & B & C simply use Admin >> Import >> Finish Times to load the times into their own club race. Finish times for other club's boats are simply ignored during the importation process. Clubs then process and produce results for their Club Series.

If there are protests or other changes to results for the Joint Series then Club A informs the other clubs of the specifics of the changes so the other two clubs can make changes to reflect the updated data within their Club Series.

The second race is hosted by Club B

 A few days before the event Club A does a back up of the Joint Series database (DB) and forwards it to Club B. This is not done until all protests and other changes have been addressed.

Club B restores the Joint Series DB in the relevant DB in their computer.

Club B now sets up race 2 of the Joint Series ready to import the Entrants List from all 3 clubs.

The rest of the activities are exactly as per the first race except the host club is now Club B.

Etc, Etc…..

Notes: Assuming that the Joint Series is going to a specific Web Site then it can be uploaded by each club as the details of that site are embedded in the DB handed on from the preceding host club.

Scenario Two: 

· Clubs  A, B & C  take it in turn to host a race for a multi-club Series simply called the Joint Series. These races are on the first Saturday of each month.

· Club D now joins in but Club D does not use TY.

Procedure

The procedure is identical to Scenario One except you request that Club D provides the Entrant list as a csv file and that they also provide the finish times as a csv.  For the file format see Appendix 1 & Appendix 2.

When providing the Entrant List and finish times to Club D they will be able to open the TY provided files in Excel and then print them or what ever.

Important items: 

1/

Exported Entrant  Lists and Finish times are stored in the folder

C:\Program Files\TopYacht\TYacht\export

2/

When importing data, first copy the relevant Entrant List or Finish Times list to the folder…

C:\Program Files\TopYacht\TYacht\import

3/

For file formats for imports & exports from/to not TY software see appendices on next page.
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Appendix 1 Entrant List csv file format

The data import must be a "csv" file (created in TY or Excel, Access etc)

The following 6 fields must exist...

There must NOT be a commas ie "," in any field eg Boat Name!'

· Sail No: must be unique in this database

· Class: must be classes recognised in TY eg "D2"

· Boat Name: even if it is blank

· First Name: (skipper)

· Last Name (skipper)

· From: even if it is empty

Option fields

· Note:

· Note1:

For each HC value a field with..

· Group Name for each HC group eg AMS, IRC, VY, PHC.

For Dinghy clubs doing an import with NO HCs….

Crew can be imported EITHER as  ...

- a new line with the same boat data as the skipper but different first/last name

OR

· an additional field(s) in the skipper's line. Field(s) to be titled "Crew" or "Crew_1" and contain a name eg "James Small"

Appendix 2 Finish Times csv file format

The data import must be a "csv" file (created in TY or Excel, Access etc)

The following 5 fields must exist...

There must NOT be a commas ie "," in any field eg Boat Name!'

· Sail No: must be unique in this database

· HR

· MN

· SC

· DidNot:  For DNF, OSC etc

Note: If the file contains a field finish time in the format "16:23:34" this can easily be converted to three separate field HR, MN and SC in Excel. Contact TopYacht support for details.
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